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For the teacher
The goal of Whole Places is to raise awareness and understanding about historic 
sites along the Mississippi Gulf Coast that have cultural and ecological signifi cance. 
The sites have been carefully selected to show diversity in fl ora, fauna, and history.

Opening the lesson
Read a brief history of 12 Oaks, making sure to highlight/repeat the key points. This 
can be done either on the site, if a fi eld trip is part of the lesson, or in the classroom. 
The students may also listen to the oral histories provided (available online at 
wholeplaces.net) and review and discuss the attached photos. 

History
•  Address: 1112 Hanley Road, Ocean Springs, MS 

The Twelve Oaks property is comprised of 30 acres located on Old Fort Bayou in 
Ocean Springs, Mississippi. The many live oaks on the site are its namesake, with 
several of the oaks believed to be over 400 years old. 

In 1854, the land was purchased from the government by the James family. The 
family lived thereuntil 1880, when Leannah James sold the property. for $5.00, to one 
of her former slaves, Johanna Smith-Blount. In 1884, Johanna sold a 4-acre parcel 
to the African American Episcopal Church for $40.00.  The church used the property 
as a popular meeting place for revivals. In August of 1884, the Pascagoula Democrat 
Star announced “that a colored Methodist camp meeting would begin September 12th 
at the Blount place near Colonel Gill’s property”. The Reverend Mr. Smith, pastor in 
charge, expected distinguished ministers from New Orleans to attend the session. 
It was reported in a local journal that “the new Methodist Episcopal Church North, 
a colored church, was erected for $1,000 in February 1898”. Local lore states that 
baptisms were performed in Old Fort Bayou. In 1911, trustees of the church sold their 
piece of the property to Walter Armstrong for $60, who then bought the remaining 
property from the Johanna Smith-Blount’s heirs. 

The Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain acquired the property in 2005, and 
currently manages the property and the house. The house, which was damaged in 
Hurricane Katrina, has been restored and is now used as an artist’s retreat. 

The property is currently used as a nature preserve. There are three public walking 
trails on the property, along with an observation deck overlooking the bayou. 12 Oaks 
is home to many ecological habitats including a mixed pine and oak forest, seepage 
slope forest, headwater bay swamps, and tidal marsh. 

Grade Level: 
•  4th-7th grade

Objectives: 
•  Use historic sites along the      
Mississippi Gulf Coast to engage 
students in research focused 
on historical and environmental 
issues. 
•  Allow students to explore the 
sites, either through fi eld trips, 
online resources, or in class 
instruction. 

Materials provided online:
•  Oral Histories 
•  Lesson Plans 
•  Photographs 
•  Activity Worksheets 
(all material available at 
wholeplaces.net)
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What makes 12 oaks important?
12 Oaks is a 30-acre nature preserve in the heart of Ocean Springs. The multiple 
wildlife habitats, local history, and beauty make the site a community treasure. The 
property is open to the public, allowing for individual as well as group exploration. 
Artists are inivited to come and be inspired by the site. 

Developing the lesson

If a fi eld trip will be conducted: 
•  Before arriving at the site, either in the classroom or on the school bus, explain to 
the students the history of the property, the signifi cance of the land, and a few things 
the students might expect to see, i.e. fl ora and fauna. 
•  Once on the site, the students should have the chance to explore the house and 
search the property for a few minutes. There will be a tour guide on site to tell a bit 
more about the history and guide the class around the property.
•  After the guided tour, the students should be given additional time to explore the 
site, walk the trails, and visit the bayou.  

If an in-class lesson will be conducted:
•  Explain to the students the history of the property.
•  Allow the students to explore the property via photos, oral histories, and videos (all 
resources found at: wholeplaces.net).
•  Either allow the students to select an activity they would like to complete or select 
one for the entire class. A list of activities can be found at wholeplaces.net. 

Assessing Student Learning
The overarching goal of the Whole Places Educational Outreach program is to bring 
awareness to the students about their surrounding community and historic sites. 
The students should be able to:
•  Give a brief history of 12 Oaks.
•  Explain the importance of  12 Oaks. 
•  Identify fi ve types of fl ora and fauna.

Extending the lesson
An option for extending the lesson would be to visit learn about one of the other 
Whole Places sites:
Turkey Creek Community- Rippy Road, Gulfport 
Charnley-Norwood House- East Beach, Ocean Springs 
Shaw Homestead- Poplarville 
Cedar Lake Island- Cedar Lake Road, Biloxi 
Additional information can be found at wholeplaces.net. 
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Definitions 
Live Oak tree- Quercus virginiana, also known as the southern live oak, is an ever-
green oak tree native to the southeastern United States. Though many other species 
are loosely called live oak, the southern live oak is particularly iconic of the Old South. 
Many very large and old specimens of live oak can be found today in the deep 
southern United States
fl ora- the plants of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.
fauna- the animals of a particular region, habitat, or geological period.
bayou- (in the southern US) a marshy outlet of a lake or river.

Curriculum developed by
•  Mississippi Heritage Trust 
    P.O. Box 577 
    Jackson, MS 
    39205

•  TALLstudio, LLC
   1508 Government Street
   Ocean Springs, MS
   39564

A collaboration between: 
Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 
Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain 
Mississippi Heritage Trust 

This project is made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
 National Heritage Area. 
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Image Above: map to 12 Oaks.
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Image Left: one of the 
huge live oak trees that 
welcome you to the 
property. 

Image Below: the live oak 
canopy. 
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Image Right: camellias 
blooming in spring.

Image Below: a sign de-
scribing the ownership of 
the property.
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Image Above: trail markers lead the way along the nature paths, and plant markers point out various fl ora. 
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Image at Left: View of Old 
Fort Bayou from the 12 
Oaks walking trails.

Image Below: native fl ora 
along the walking trails.



Places 
nal Outreach 

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

12 oa
ks

Ocean
SPrings MS

Image Above: the house at 12 Oaks. 


