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Grade Level: 
•  5th grade

Objectives: 
•  Using historic sites along the      
Mississippi Gulf Coast to engage 
students in research focused 
on historical and environmental 
issues. 
•  Students will be able to explore 
the sites, either through fi eld trips, 
online resources, or stand-alone 
kiosks. 

Materials provided online:
•  Oral Histories 
•  Lesson Plans 
•  Photographs 
•  Activity Worksheets 

For the teacher
The goal of Whole Places is to bring awareness and understanding to places along 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast that contribute to the culture, heritage, and ecology of the 
state. The sites have been carefully selected to show diversity in fl ora, fauna, culture, 
and place. 

Opening the lesson
Read a brief history of Cedar Lake Island, making sure to highlight/repeat the key 
points. This can be done either on the site, if a fi eld trip is part of the lesson, or in 
the classroom. The students may also listen to the oral histories provided (available 
online) and look through the attached photos. 

History
•  Address: Cedar Lake Rd. - Biloxi, MS 

In 1882, John Henry Krohn purchased 150 acres of land, which included Cedar Lake 
Island on the west side of Howard Creek on the Tchoutacabouff a River. John Henry 
was one of the 12 children of Henry A. Krohn, who had settled in the Cedar Lake area 
directly south of the river in 1842. In 1890, John Henry passed the same 150 acres 
along to his son, Louis Henry Krohn, for the sum of fi fty dollars. While the Krohn fam-
ilies had traditionally farmed their lands, the late nineteenth century harvest of South 
Mississippi’s pine forest enabled Louis Henry to expand his agricultural pursuits to 
logging. Shortly after the purchase of his land, Louis Henry began operating a small 
sawmill on the mainland just northwest of Cedar Lake Island. Sawmills and lumbering 
activities had been operating in South Mississippi, mainly for local consumption and 
for shipment to New Orleans, on a small scale since before the Civil War. During the 
later nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, big commercial lumbering companies 
began acquiring vast acreage of pine forest and establishing large mills that used 
advanced milling technologies. In 1919, the L. N. Dantzler Lumber Company acquired 
Cedar Lake Island from Lewis Henry Krohn for such an operation. As the Dantzler 
Company swung into full operation, the little Cedar Lake community, called “Vennie” 
at the time, after the wife of John Morris, a large landowner in the area, sprang to life. 
Housing for mill hands and charcoal and turpentine laborers lined Cedar Lake Road 
from the river to present day Highway 67. A company commissary store supplied the 
workers with their worldly needs, bought with the “coupons” that Danztler paid them in 
lieu of monetary wages. Even a hotel of sorts existed to accommodate visiting busi-
nessmen and lumber offi  cials. The deep artesian well sank on the island by the Dan-
tzler Company to supply the mill’s steam boilers also supplied the company buildings 
and housing on the mainland. Mrs. Hattie Krohn Broadus, daughter of Louis Henry 
Krohn lived at Cedar Lake on her father’s old homestead until her death. She often 
recalled memories of watching the busy Tchoutacabouff a River traffi  c as large schoo-
ners transported the lumber and its byproducts from Cedar Lake Island, as well as the 
dummy railroad line that hauled the logs to the mill. She also spoke of the sound of a 
piano playing in the night, as mill workers boisterously celebrated their Saturdays off  
in the island “honky-tonk” until the wee morning hours.   
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Production of lumber in Mississippi peaked at 3,259,194,000 broad feet between 
1915 and 1932. As the large mills exhausted the natural resource, they likewise ex-
hausted their own reason for existence. The L. N. Dantzler Lumber Company with-
drew from Cedar Lake Island in 1926. Today, the scars of the abandoned sawmill are 
well hidden by the tall timbers and thick underbrush of the forest that has reclaimed 
Cedar Lake Island.

What makes cedar lake island important?
Cedar Lake Island was a crucial part of the lumber industry in Mississippi. The island 
is an excellent example of living, working, and socializing in the 1900s, and goes 
even further by being an example of an insular community. The historical relics still 
visible on Cedar Lake Island off er a glimpse into the past, while being surrounded by 
beautiful Mississippi fl ora and fauna.  

Developing the lesson
Materials needed:
Pencils 
Paper 
Colored Pencils

If a fi eld trip will be conducted: 
•  Before arriving at the site, either in the classroom, or on the school bus, explain to 
the students the history of the island and the signifi cance of the fl ora and fauna found 
on the site. 
•  Once on the site, the students should have the chance to explore the island for a 
few minutes. There will be a tour guide on site to tell a bit more about the history and 
guide the class through the island.
•  After the guided tour, the students should be given 

If an in-class lesson will be conducted:
•  Explain to the students the history of the island and the ecological signifi cance.
•  Allow the students to explore the island via photos, oral histories, and videos (all 
resources found at: )
•  Either allow the students to select an activity they would like to complete or select 
one for the entire class. 

Assessing Student Learning
The overarching goal of the Whole Places Educational Outreach program is to bring 
awareness to the students about their surrounding community and historic sites. 
The students should be able to:
•  Give a brief history of Cedar Lake Island
•  Explain the importance of Cedar Lake Island
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Extending the lesson
 An option for extending the lesson would be to visit, either in the classroom or via 
fi eld trip, one of the other sites:
Turkey Creek Community- Rippy Road, Gulfport 
12 Oaks- Hanley Road, Ocean Springs 
Shaw Homestead- Poplarville 
Charnley Norwood House- East Beach,  Ocean Springs

Curriculum developed by
•  Mississippi Heritage Trust 
    P.O. Box 577 
    Jackson, MS 
    39205

•  TALLstudio, LLC
   1508 Government St.  
   Ocean Springs, MS 
   39564

A collaboration between: 
Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 
Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal PLain 
Mississippi Heritage Trust 

This project is made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Gulf Coast National 
Heritage Area.
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Image at Left: Cedar Lake Island (Vinnie) 
during its heyday

Image Below: The men of Cedar Lake Island
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Image at Left: Logging operation on the 
island

Image Below: The pier to the island as it 
currently sits
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Image Above: Historical relics on the island
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Image Above: The trail on the island
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Image Above: Lead hot pressing comb found on the island
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Image at left: Am-
ber bottle found on 
island

Image below: .32 
bullet casing found 
on island
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Image above: Porcelain Electric Insulator Body found on island
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Image above: Pottery found on island 


