
 
 

Ocean Springs, MS

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

For the teacher
The goal of Whole Places is to bring awareness and understanding to places along 
the Mississippi Gulf Coast that contribute to the culture, heritage, and ecology of the 
state. The sites have been carefully selected to show diversity in fl ora, fauna, culture, 
and place. 

Opening the lesson
Read a brief history of the Charnley-Norwood House, making sure to highlight/repeat 
the key points. This can be done either on the site, if a fi eld trip is part of the lesson, 
or in the classroom. The students may also listen to the oral histories provided (avail-
able online) and look through the attached photos. 

History
•  Address: 509 Shearwater Drive Ocean Springs, MS 
•  Built: 1890
•  Architect: Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd Wright 

The 3,000 square foot vacation beachfront home of Chicago lumber-baron James 
Charnley was designed in 1890 (and rebuilt after a fi re in 1897) by renowned archi-
tect Louis Sullivan of Chicago, the father of the skyscraper, and his young draftsman, 
Frank Lloyd Wright. This nationally signifi cant property illustrates how these two men 
revolutionized American residential architecture by “inviting the outdoors to come 
indoors,” according to Ken P’Pool, MDAH deputy state historic preservation offi  cer. 
The house contains the nexus of ideas that would reshape American residential 
architecture in the 20th century. A t-shape bungalow style, generous windows, fl anked 
all around by built-in seats, bring in natural light, emphasizing the unique curly pine 
walls and ceiling.  It represented a dramatic departure from the soaring Victorian-style 
homes being built all along the coast and around the US by incorporating strong and 
low horizontal lines enhanced by the use of shingled siding. Summers along the Mis-
sissippi coast are muggy and hot so the home was designed to effi  ciently distribute 
both onshore and off shore breezes.  Crisp winter chills were warmed by fi re places in 
each of the octagonal bedrooms.  An octagonal guest house was constructed adja-
cent to the home. In 2005, the home was owned by Edsel and Mary Ruddiman, who 
delighted in welcoming neighbors and friends for church picnics under the many Live 
Oaks that shade the property.  Hurricane Katrina heavily damaged the Charnley-Nor-
wood House, the storm surge lifting the front half and fl oating it above the foundation.  
The front porch was completely washed away.  Brick foundation piers pierced the 
fl oor and the stunning pine walls and ceiling cracked apart under the stress – or sim-
ply drifted away entirely.  The terrible storm also took its toll on the Ruddimans, both 
of whom passed away within six months after the devastation. 

After the storm, volunteers worked tirelessly to fi nd and preserve pieces of the house.  
Preservationists around the country off ered help to save this architectural master-
piece.  After much debate and research, the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History took the lead to save the treasured structure.  Emergency stabilization work 
was carried out on the house in Spring of 2008 and the interior was restored with the 
aid of funds from the Mississippi Hurricane Relief Grant for Historic Preservation.

Grade Level: 
•  5th grade

Objectives: 
•  Using historic sites along the      
Mississippi Gulf Coast to engage 
students in research focused 
on historical and environmental 
issues. 
•  Students will be able to explore 
the sites, either through fi eld trips, 
online resources, or stand-alone 
kiosks. 

Materials provided online:
•  Oral Histories 
•  Lesson Plans 
•  Photographs 
•  Activity Worksheets 



Places 
nal Outreach 

 
 

Ocean Springs, MS

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

The restoration, a model of preservation technology, was completed in August 2013, 
eight years after the house was almost lost to the storm.  The Mississippi Department 
of Marine Resources purchased the environmentally sensitive property, thereby pre-
serving this national landmark for posterity.  

What makes the Charnley Norwood House important?
The Charnley Norwood house was a game changer in the world of architecture in that 
the design for the house was a departure from the typical Victorian style home (a ver-
tical building) to a home that sprawled across the land, connecting with nature, and 
using light in new and integral ways. The house was not only an architectural lesson 
in the 1890s, but was once again a learning experience after Hurricane Katrina. The 
restoration, and at times total reconstruction, of the house was revolutionary and quite 
a feat. 

Developing the lesson
Materials needed:
Pencils 
Paper 
Colored Pencils

If a fi eld trip will be conducted: 
•  Before arriving at the site, either in the classroom, or on the school bus, explain to 
the students the history of the house, the signifi cance of the architect, and the dam-
age done by Katrina.
•  Once on the site, the students should have the chance to explore the house and 
search the property for a few minutes. There will be a tour guide on site to tell a bit 
more about the history and guide the class through the house. 
•  After the guided tour, the students should be given 

If an in-class lesson will be conducted:
•  Explain to the students the history of the house, the signifi cance of the architect, 
and the damage done by Katrina.
•  Allow the students to explore the house via photos, oral histories, and videos (all 
resources found at: )
•  Either allow the students to select an activity they would like to complete or select 
one for the entire class. 

Assessing Student Learning
The overarching goal of the Whole Places Educational Outreach program is to bring 
awareness to the students about their surrounding community and historic sites. 
The students should be able to:
•  Give a brief history of the Charnley-Norwood House 
•  Explain the importance of the Charnley-Norwood House 
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Extending the lesson
To extend the lesson, other Frank Lloyd Wright/Louis Sullivan buildings can be dis-
cussed in the classroom. A few suggestions are: 
The Robie House (Chicago, IL)- Frank Lloyd Wright 
Auditorium Building (Chicago, IL)- Louis Sullivan 
James Charnley House (Chicago, IL)- Louis Sullivan 
Fallingwater (Pennsylvania)- Frank Lloyd Wright 
Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum (New York, NY)- Frank Lloyd Wright 

Another option for extending the lesson would be to visit, either in the classroom or 
via fi eld trip, one of the other sites:
Turkey Creek Community- Rippy Road, Gulfport 
12 Oaks- Hanley Road, Ocean Springs 
Shaw Homestead- Poplarville 
Cedar Lake Island- Cedar Lake Rd, Biloxi 

Curriculum developed by
•  Mississippi Heritage Trust 
    P.O. Box 577 
    Jackson, MS 
    39205

•  TALLstudio, LLC
   1508 Government St.  
   Ocean Springs, MS 
   39564

A collaboration between: 
Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 
Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal PLain 
Mississippi Heritage Trust 

This project is made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Gulf Coast National 
Heritage Area.
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Above image: Charnley-Norwood House c. 1900

Above image: Charnley-Norwood House c. 2016
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Images clockwise from 
the right: View of the front 
entry with curly pine on the 
walls and ceiling, the fi re-
place in the sitting room, 
a bedroom with window 
seats and corner windows. 
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Image above: The Charnley Norwood house after Hurricane Katrina 

Image to the left: The collapsed fi replace after Hurricane Katrina
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Image above: The interior of the house after Hur-
ricane Katrina showing buckled fl oorboards and 
missing walls. 

Image to the left: The spot where the front porch 
stood. 
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Image above: The exterior of the  
house undergoing stabilization after 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Image to the left: Children boating 
in the bay in front of the house.



 
 

Ocean Springs, MS

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

Image above: The exterior of the house undergoing stabilization and restoration after Hurricane Katrina. 
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