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Grade Level: 
•  4th-7th grade

Objectives: 
•  Use historic sites along the      
Mississippi Gulf Coast to engage 
students in research focused 
on historical and environmental 
issues. 
•  Allow students to explore the 
sites, either through fi eld trips, 
online resources, or in class 
instruction

Materials provided online:
•  Oral Histories 
•  Lesson Plans 
•  Photographs 
•  Activity Worksheets 
 (all material available at 
wholeplaces.net)

For the teacher
The goal of Whole Places is to raise awareness and understanding about historic 
sites along the Mississippi Gulf Coast that have cultural and ecological signifi cance. 
The sites have been carefully selected to show diversity in fl ora, fauna, and history.

Opening the lesson
Read a brief history of Shaw Homestead, making sure to highlight/repeat the key 
points. This can be done either on the site, if a fi eld trip is part of the lesson, or in 
the classroom. The students may also listen to the oral histories provided (available 
online at www.wholeplaces.net) and look through the attached photos. 

History
•  Address: 1214 Barth Road, Barth, MS
•  Built: early 1880s

The Shaw Homestead was built in the early 1880s by Bernard Dedeaux as part of 
the 1862 Federal Homestead Act. The Homestead Act of 1862 was enacted in order 
to bring inhabitants to rural areas, by off ering 160 acres of free land. Bernard lived 
on the land and eventually transferred the property to his brother-in-law, Jules Lad-
ner, who turned the existing two-room cabin into a dogtrot log house with a detached 
kitchen. The house was expanded once again in 1902 by Melvina and Gilbert Shaw. 
The Shaws enclosed the side porch to create lean-to bedrooms for additional family 
members, and in 1951 they added electricity and a metal roof. 

The homestead was used as a timber station, where timber was cut, hauled by ox 
and mule to the Wolf River, then rafted and fl oated to Pass Christian to be sold. In 
addition to a timber station, sheep were also an integral part of the homestead. From 
1906 to 1958 they were sheared, marked and dipped, and left to roam loose in the 
area. The modest wages the Shaws earned from the shearing of the sheep tided 
them over for the year.

In 1969, Hurricane Camille swept the coast, and the fourth generation Shaw heir, 
Melvina Shaw, evacuated. The house remained untouched until Hurricane Katrina 
in 2005. In 2006, the land was donated to the Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal 
Plain. The property is currently being restored to become a museum of rural life.
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What makes SHAW HOMESTEAD important?
Shaw Homestead has withstood two major hurricanes, Camille and Katrina, and 
stands today as a time capsule showing life on a rural homestead in the mid-1800s 
and early 1900s. The property served as the home for the Shaw family until 1969. 

Developing the lesson

If a fi eld trip will be conducted: 
•  Before arriving at the site, either in the classroom or on the school bus, explain to 
the students the history of the property, the signifi cance of the land, and a few things 
the students might expect to see, i.e. fl ora and fauna. 
•  Once on the site, the students should have the chance to explore the house and 
search the property for a few minutes. There will be a tour guide on site to tell a bit 
more about the history and guide the class around the property.
•  After the guided tour, the students should be given time to explore the house and 
the property.

If an in-class lesson will be conducted:
•  Explain to the students the history of the property.
•  Allow the students to explore the property via photos, oral histories, and videos (all 
resources found at: wholeplaces.net)
•  Either allow the students to select an activity (available at www.wholeplaces.net) 
they would like to complete or select one for the entire class. 

Assessing Student Learning
The overarching goal of the Whole Places Educational Outreach program is to bring 
awareness to the students about their surrounding community and historic sites. 
The students should be able to:
•  Give a brief history of Shaw Homestead.
•  Explain the importance of Shaw Homestead.
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Extending the lesson
An option for extending the lesson would be to learn about one of the other Whole 
Places sites:
Turkey Creek Community- Rippy Road, Gulfport 
Charnley-Norwood House- East Beach, Ocean Springs 
12 Oaks - Hanley Road, Ocean Springs
Cedar Lake Island- Cedar Lake Road, Biloxi
For more information visit wholeplaces.net.

Definitions 
Dogtrot- a breezeway connecting two cabins.
Shearing- cut the wool off  (a sheep or other animal).
Rural- in, relating to, or characteristic of the countryside rather than the town.

Curriculum developed by
•  Mississippi Heritage Trust 
    P.O. Box 577 
    Jackson, MS 
    39205

•  TALLstudio, LLC
   1508 Government Street 
   Ocean Springs, MS 
   39564

A collaboration between: 
Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area 
Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal Plain 
Mississippi Heritage Trust 

This project is made possible by a grant from the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
National Heritage Area.
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Image Above: Shaw Homestead location.
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Image at Left and 
Below: Shaw 
Homestead.



  Whole P
Education
Program

Places 
nal Outreach 

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

shaw homestead

Pop
lar

vil
le,

mS

Image at Left and 
Below: Shaw 
Homestead. 



Places 
nal Outreach 

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

shaw homestead

Pop
lar

vil
le,

mS

Image at Left and 
Below: Shaw 
Homestead.



  Whole P
Education
Program

Places 
nal Outreach 

Whole Places 
Educational Outreach 

Program

shaw homestead

Pop
lar

vil
le,

mS

Image Above: the old mill located on the property. 
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Image Above: the house in the late 1800s, and unknown family members. 
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Image Above: map of original property (Credit: Gulf Coast Community Design Studio).
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Image Above: Ear marks for the sheep surrounding the Shaw Homestead (Credit: Gulf Coast Community Design Studio).


